SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION

COMMITTEE ON CATALOGING

SURVEY

At the meeting of the Committee on Cataloging at the SLA annual conference in June, the question arose as to the amount and types of cataloging done by members of SLA and their institutions or organizations. A directory of catalogers had been issued in 1988, but a summary report was not prepared. However, there was evidence that many members catalog or supervise cataloging at least part of the time. A summary of cataloging activities would provide a good base line this year and assist the committee in planning for future activities that would be valuable for our members.

Your help in filling out this survey will be greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions, please contact Dorothy McGarry, dmcgarry@library.ucla.edu


Demographic information

1. How long have you been a librarian/information professional?  (drop down menu, ranges)

2. Job title

3.  How long have you been a member of SLA?  (drop down menu, ranges)

4. With which division(s) are you affiliated? (drop down menu)

5. With which chapter(s) are you affiliated?  (drop down menu)


Cataloging experience and responsibilities

6. Do your responsibilities include cataloging or producing metadata for records?  (Y/N >>if N send to question 27)

7. (If yes) What percent of time do you catalog? Please include cataloging related activity, such as authority work, searching for copy, checking other catalogers’ work, administration of cataloging activities, etc.)   (drop down menu, ranges; set the question to alert responders if they did not give a number totaling 100%)

8. If you catalog less than half time, what is the major area of your responsibilities?

9. How many years (total) long have you had responsibilities involving cataloging (drop down for years, in ranges)

Organizational and institutional practices	

10. What types of materials do you catalog? (Please indicate %; must add up to 100%)

a. monographs _____
b. serials _____
c. manuscripts _____
d. music scores _____
e. sound recordings _____
f. maps and other cartographic resources _____
g. films ____
h. electronic resources _____
i. microforms _____
j. other _____ (Please specify) ____________________________________

11. Do you catalog rare materials? (Y/N)

12. What subject field(s) do you catalog? (drop down menu, multiple choices possible)
    
13. In what other subjects do you have special ability or expertise? 

14. How many catalog librarians do you have in your organization or institution? (drop down with single numbers)
	
a. How many catalog librarians? (drop down)
b. How many catalog non-librarians? (drop down)

15. Do you supervise cataloging staff? (Y/N) 	If so, how many FTE professional, paraprofessional, clerks, students

16. With what languages besides English do you have special ability or experience?

17. To which bibliographic utility do you belong? (drop down menu, including OCLC, “none”, and “other” (please describe))	

18. Is your library’s cataloging: (drop down):

independent of other libraries? 
affiliated or integrated with a larger (local, state-wide, or regional) library system? 
      18a. Please describe:

19. What types(s) of catalog(s) does your library have? (drop down, multiple choices possible)
	a. card catalog (indicate filing arrangement) 
	b. online catalog (indicate whether local or a vendor-designed system) 
	c. other 
If other, please describe

20. What classification system do you currently use? (drop down – Could be LCC, UDC, NLM, DDC, Other (please describe))

21. What cataloging rules do you use for description and non-subject access? (drop down – Could use AACR2,  other (please describe))

22. What subject heading system do you use?(drop down – could use LCSH, MeSH, Sears, Other (please describe))

23. Have you done or are you currently doing a major conversion project? (Y/N) 
23 a. If so, please describe

24. Please indicate approximate percent of source of records (must total 100%):
	a. original 
	b. cooperative copy 
	c. LC copy 

25. Do you follow LC’s policies and rule interpretations on cataloging? __(Y/N)___

26. What other topics would you like to mention that have not been covered  by this questionnaire but which you think would be of interest to others?


About the Committee on Cataloging

27. Are you familiar with SLA’s Committee on Cataloging? (Y/N)

28. Have you ever attended a meeting of the Committee? (Y/N)

29. What are some activities in which you think the Committee should be involved?

30. What types of sessions would you like to see the Committee organize or participate in at the annual conference?

31. What can the SLA Committee on Cataloging do to best help you perform the cataloging-related responsibilities for your institution

32. Do you have any questions for the Committee?

33. If you would you like to know more about the Committee please indicate your interest by including your contact information below.

34. If you are interested in serving on the Committee in the future, please include your contact information below, and it will be forwarded  to Anne Caputo, the SLA President-Elect, or you can contact her directly at anne.caputo@dowjones.com.



Additional Comments:

Thank you for participating in this survey.   If you have further questions about the survey or the Committee on Cataloging, please address them to (name, email).







