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Resources used:  Implementing Transportation Knowledge Networks NCHRP REPORT 643, Figure 1, Page 12 and survey results from Spring 2009 RAC TKN TF survey on priority tasks.

Information 
Management

Explore and advocate for sustained funding

Professional competencies
Skills needed to develop and manage TKNs

Promote strategies to capture institutional memory and support succession planning

Market accomplishments in TKNs and information prepared by other partners

Transportation Information Portal
provided by national TKN coordination function - components available for incorporation into other web pages

Information Resources & Tools 
(Responsibility for coordination, contributions and maintenance shared across TKNs/Information Providers)
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The document is prepared to describe the roles and relationships of organizations actively engaged in the development of TKNs.  It is expected to be a living document with new partners emerging over 
time.  The building blocks are based on the recommendations of TRB Special Report 284  Transportation Knowledge Networks: A Management Strategy for the 21st Century  and NCHRP Report 643 
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User Interface

Knowledge Services Protocols
(Resource archiving, digitization, cataloging, bulk purchasing, interlibrary loan….)

Standards & Crosswalks
(Metadata, thesaurus, taxonomy)

Communicate the value, strategies, and needs of an effective Transportation Knowledge Network

RAC TKN TF
The AASHTO RAC TKN TF serves as a forum to 
develop the concept, understanding, and application of 
transportation knowledge networks for the transportation 
sector. The AASHTO RAC TKN TF advocates and 
supports the rapid and efficient exchange of information 
resources through development of strategies and the 
innovative use of technology.

NTL
The mission of the National Transportation Library (NTL) is to 
maintain and facilitate access to statistical and other 
information needed for transportation decision-making at the 
Federal, State, and local levels and to coordinate with public 
and private transportation libraries and information providers to 
improve information sharing among the transportation 
community.

TRB LIST
This committee serves as a forum for transportation 
librarians and the transportation research community 
on developments in information science and their 
applicability to transportation. The committee 
facilitates diffusion of national library and information 
science innovations throughout the transportation 
community by monitoring the use of new resources 
and tools in the transportation arena, defining critical 
research and training issues relating to their 
implementation, and promoting the benefits of these 
capabilities.

ETKN
The Eastern Transportation Knowledge Network exists to 
increase access to transportation research and 
information, to reduce the operating costs of its member 
libraries, and to offer new and improved services for 
member libraries and their users.

MTKN
Increase collaboration among the region's transportation 
libraries and information centers so managers, 
engineers and planners are better able to find and apply 
the most recent, credible, and validated technical 
information to their current projects.

WTKN
Connect transportation resources and 
information from (member) organizations to 
facilitate research and implementation. 

SLA Transportation 
Division
The Transportation Division 
promotes the exchange of 
knowledge and information 
among individuals and 
organizations interested in 
the development, control 
and use of information 
resources in transportation 
both in general or in one of 
its many subdivisions; these 
include air, highway, rail, 
urban and water transport, 
and multimodal 
transportation.

Library Connectivity PFS
The Transportation Library Connectivity Pooled Fund Study is a 
grassroots effort by librarians and information professionals in 22 
state departments of transportation, two university transportation 
centers and a metropolitan transportation authority.  Members 
pool their talents, energy and resources to develop better ways 
to serve practitioners in transportation agencies and improve 
information access throughout the transportation community.

TRB Data Section Metadata Subcommittee
Facilitate and guide the coordinated development, 
adoption, and long-term implementation of stable 
metadata standards for describing, finding, and using 
the datasets that underlie much of transportation 
research, planning, modeling and policymaking.
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